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from Thy Throne with rny hands.* The horrified spectators
shouted for the rope to be cut, so that he would feel the full
agony of disembowelling.

*Let them take heed/ wrote Francis Bacon of the Puritans,
'that it be not true which one of their adversaries said, that they
have but two small wants., knowledge and love' It is a hard criticism of
a movement that attracted some of the best minds and spirits of
the day. There is no knowing how far their activities would
have gone if Elizabeth had withdrawn her support from Whit-
gift or swerved from her principle that causes of conscience - as
Bacon put it - "when they exceed their bounds and grow to be
matter of faction, lose their nature'. If successful the Puritans
-would have changed the whole tone of English life and institu-
tions. As it was, the movement, for the time being, was smashed
and discredited, and the Anglican Church given the opportun-
ity of nurturing a loyalty to itself no less heartfelt than that of
Puritan or Catholic.

When the parliamentary agitation failed in 15 87, the incor-
rigible Peter Wentworth turned to another cause that was
thirsting for martyrs - the problem of the succession; and the
same year he wrote A Pithy 'Exhortation to her Majesty* It was
typical of the man. True and unfeigned love, he declared, forced
him to utter unto his most dear and natural sovereign that when-
soever it should please God to touch her with the pangs of death

- as die most certainly she would - he greatly feared that if she
did not settle the succession in her lifetime she would then find
such a troubled soul and conscience - yea, ten thousand hells in
her soul for perilling the Church of God and her natural country

- as to be released thereof she would give the whole world. He
was assured that the breath would no sooner be out of her body
than nobility, councillors, and people would be up in arms; and
then it was to be feared that her noble person would He upon the
earth unburied, as a doleful spectacle to the world. Again, he
feared that she would leave behind her such a name of infamy
throughout the whole world as the forethinking thereof could
not but deeply grieve and wound her honourable, pitiful, and
^tender heart.